
CABINET

MINUTES OF MEETING
Thursday, 4th January 2018

PRESENT:  Councillor Allen Brett (Chair); Councillors Iftikhar Ahmed, 
Daalat Ali, Blundell, Neil Emmott, Heakin, O'Rourke and Rowbotham

OFFICERS: S. Rumbelow (Chief Executive), J. Searle (Director of Economy), 
M. Widdup (Director of Neighbourhoods), S. McIvor (Joint Director of 
Integrated Commissioning), V. Bradshaw (Chief Finance Officer), M. 
Robinson (Assistant Director – Planning), G. Davis (Rochdale Development 
Agency), J. Francis (Communications Officer) and M. Garraway (Governance 
& Committee Services).  

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Wazir

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillor Emsley

89 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

90 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
Decision:
That the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following items of business, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.
 
Reason for Decision:
Should the press and public remain during the debate on these items there 
may be a disclosure of information that is deemed to be exempt under 
Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

91 ROCHDALE RIVERSIDE UPDATE
Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Economy updating Members on 
the Council’s position following a recent announcement by Marks & Spencer 
that they no longer intend to occupy the Rochdale Riverside scheme.

Alternatives considered:
 To delay the decision on whether to proceed with the scheme until the 

M&S issue is fully resolved.
 To delay the decision on whether to proceed until an alternative 

occupier to replace M&S or an alternative tenant line up is formally 
agreed.

 To not proceed and abandon the scheme.

Decision: That - 
(1) The current position with the Rochdale Riverside development  

following the announcement by Marks & Spencer that they no longer 
intend to occupy the scheme, be noted;



(2) That Marks and Spencer have an agreement for lease with Genr8 to 
occupy the scheme, be noted;

(3) Cabinet reaffirms its commitment to continue with the Rochdale 
Riverside development with a start on site in early 2018.

Reason for decision:
The Council and its development partner Genr8 are of the opinion that this is 
a legally-binding agreement and Genr8 will be pursuing a resolution through 
either direct discussions with M&S or through the appropriate legal channels.


